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speech. and .So~iologr would tend to agree that although it is not ~." FRJEEDOM AND ECONOMIC PLANNING * ;}f
unposs~ble, It .1.S at least extremely difficult to "teach an old doc ~ ·-'11
new tricks.' <"> JI: Philip M. Hauser Jf~l

. A problem in fiel.dres~arch. which is seldom or never men- ,Q . '..'. "l'~;
~oned 1~ classroom discussions IS presented by Richard Coller 1-: The' literature ron freedom ~; j~.a:; ~.~SlS ?ft:::f:Prol>.lem lies in the fact that the iresearChe~',~ micaland often dOdrinnaire.,T~::~e~r;ciri~~~~nga~ ~~~= '-'iJ~
Th 1::. asSIS are J~st as humanas 'their subjects of study, ;,~.r. 1 d th di d ~_l d '~._.,l'1".'tll".. erefore, the common tie of social interaction -that rises out of td P ex an e Ivergencies 'inbasic i eological assumptions an-HI
the. ~tu~b' f~uentIy. affects the res~arch work itself. Since the j~ approach to 'them are·gr eat . Thus "freedom" and "economic . ''- ·r.,,"ir
Philippinss IS entermg '~n era of field studies (we hope) thi ~"lllanning" are, on the one hand, regarded as antithetical; and,: "{!~
artl~letsmay serv~ as 'a timely, warning 'to fu~re field res~arch ;~t on the other, as complementary ,or even mutually dependent. .' . ~~!f?

,PTOJee '., ~"",,'."':"£':~:"' ... ':":;:"'_'<':"'.' .... : ?~f: '·To.Oegin with',:aIthough ·the concept "economic' planning" ..• "'" ;:t;;1
. The articls ·by.-:PilaiGonz8.Iez·...resemt8'an ex' . .: '. ". ·;\fL 1~, relatively ·~amblgu~~~!,.:'freedom" may ~h~ve, many --c.onnou;.-.:. ,.' '. . ':~",l .

•. the-realm '·Of.!"O:Ci;};l·'.PhilOSoPhY"Ar~.of;~'faiQliIYli:t':u=ch.mto/lJif~.. tlons«. TJ:i~e include poh,?~, perso!Ull, rehg:lOus, .and ~?nuc.' " .-/ '. tl~ i
.:paren.tly require 'change"are first.indicatea.... "I'hen th " ta~ ;.- ·freedo~. .These ,~tegOrles "are neither mu~.alIy, ~~clu~lve ..nor..:- ..,' .- .~', .:}~ i

, (,?t'0ughtforward,that.~ci()logy;along.Wit}{·oih r : .~. p~)1n. l~, 3fu;.. e~us?v:~ .. ~}1t :th~y:.~y: be .used to help-to i1l~,IUlte a.I?- .an:~:-<,'" ''' .. ~b !
.:': :."'" 'shouJ(j"be .. used...to ac.. com.'PliSh'. i the des.'ir.ed. :chari.ri:es

s.,oc.~Ai. 8Cle~:e8,cl.'; J~'SIS'or .rne ..mtera.'.eIaf:i0_~i'-of .freedom. and .~nomlc.~plannll~.ffi:;'-~: '. '~ '::'A~I
::;..:;~~le'~ou.!l~:O,f.~ffo~;alol1gthese"lines,has'·alreadY'bee:oe~;rte:- ·lf1:~·>., " '.' :· ..n: ; /" ..: ".' '."," ..'=:'..;'.. '::-:'/':' :"~)~l
.. ; }.~, ()~er. -countries..~There .have~~n<eitahlished'8Uch insti~~ . ~ .. ' : To. 'assure a;:,co~o:n::Ul1lvers~ ~f ·discourse.! ~~e 'es:s('ntial.. ::· - .: .' _ .- ,j~::

'r •• tions <as pre-!D~nt:aI:::C<?u~sehn.g,'cllD:cs,. family.:adpustmE'.Dt .insti- ~f: .!I·~?ms .maY.;iQe "de~lJ~ed ,as .consisting .of t~e ...a.bl~lty t? .mak~, -: .: ~ .:,{''~~i
.;' ',::;~\!tes.' ". a~d .cI,m.l,c8::to;:1'l..~..~rga~lZe ·~atnl.'lies that ,have.'.' already... '.COI- ~fift:, individual .ehcicee. :.'Wl~ ,.a, ,m~l1lmum of restrIctions ';or ·mterfe:,..:, .' ", ::~' t~i \. ~ a.p~ ~ In all'cases,~e'soclOlogIcalcontrlbution .haS .been .si _ ': ",',.. rences by ~gencl~ .?,f Gove,rnment other .thap t~ose, IJl?-~ ,by ,'. ': " ~ ,,: ~....~; \

.!1if~cant..Whether or not such 'work can 'bebegun'in the Phit ~~..broad ·cons~deratio~': of,.h~l~ .safety,. or morals.. r~at .l~, to,.,.,' < "'. ','I::~ ;
'.~pp~nes m the riearfu~ureisquite unCertain, but; as the: article ;~, say, the fr~on:is 00 <not :·~st in 'llaouo ~ut~ always; wit}j;n.;.n.··. ' .'"; ~ ~. :Jg\ 1
~dbca~s, there seems: to be 'a definite need for ,some suchwork1i:~ramework of C<?nstralDts lIDp?sedby a. SOCIal ord~,; ..Whe.thp-.l·".,: . ~I'''JfN

.e one. .... 'if' lllformal or forni8:k~Freedom IS necessanly a degree ofperso- ,::jlHJ
;:' The articles in this' issue 0 I, to h' , .;~ nal 'choice withi~' an, accepted social irameworkwith :varying ..:.~

,possible app.licatio. f . I n ~ uc up?~ a few of the many It orders of constramts,.· ~',F;I
I . 't ns,o SOCIO ogy. As SOCIety growS ever more .:t4 ..' '. . . :~~~..

.... :compex. l,appe~s hke.1Y that. the sociologist \\'iII be more caJled-:I!l Econotnlc pl~ng may be consIdered. as conSIstIng of a It1p
" BIn..toengare In apPlIed. SOCIology. .Wnethei oi, not we wilLbe '.,!f.'f!.. ·general effort.·. to dir.ect. an.dcontrol anatlOIUll economy frnm fGl

::' a .. e.to ~~t uture;ca1I~ depends 1.a!'J!e!y upon the tvpe of':socioo.i,f.,.a cen~~l. SOUiJ."Ce! th,e· ccentral .gov,:rnment; ann a .set of instru.- ~ .
.... ~<f,t;raI~~t~a.t ..lSg'1Ve~. to :r~l.hp'pme,.8tudents:inthe present. . . ;:m~nta~l~les. toef.f~!_8uch:.ai.rectlonand ·con~.ol. . He.re, also,. :.r~'
,-,', . , .. ' '-:' ." .... , '.r.-, ~".;', ' _',,;' '/:. . i ~. ·de~~ .],s.. mvolved.-ln·; :-thes~llSetllat econoInlcplanmng ;nm~;.;i~i.

". .:. r::::-,'" ";:~,.,, . - .. ,::';:·:R...W.,:.C., '.l ·embrace very geI!e11ll·and.broaddircctioll, or',nlinuteand <Ie-- " ?8'
.•. ; . . :' -. -' " .' . , ." . ';j: tailea ::controls; ·and'.th~'econom:ic :planning instrumentali,tici;.·. .j . ;:1i

f ,'; m~y embrace t?~" who~e!;or, ~vell sector~ of an econ~my.., :<--, -Jij
,':, .' If. an empirical .8/Piproach ·is taken' in exploring the inter- , {~
" 'rela.~ons of freed.'.o~..and... '. ec.. 0.n.omiC planning, as defined., then '~:'~f'
~: . certain genera.hzati.o~ 'may be made for the contentporary' 1.0.,
l ~··worla. Where .econ~c~planning is practiced the most.. com~ ;;.!
~; preihe:psiv~Y'andintepsively, there is the least ,political, per- .}~~t'i
" f sonal.,~lgiOU8.,and economic .,freedom.The situation in tl:te'.' ,~..~.,: •
}, comm.umst!~ of·th,ewcirld,contalning about a third of the .-:~<,
.: ,:. 'worIli's -peoples;doeulnentathisgtmeraJization.. In ~nt:raSt,- .; .-:f!§

. where there .~ the l~st.economic planning there is the 'grea~ . ,1'j .

.:



western world. which also contains about a third of the world's
people, seems to provide ample documentation of this genernli
zation.

More specifically, it is in the communist pan of the world
that economic planning is both the most extensive and intensive
where direction iand control of the economy tends to be maxim
ized.. ~t. is also in this part of the world that the ability of
the individual to make his own choices or decisions in respect of
the political, ,personal. religious or economic facets of existence
are close to a minimum.

,'.
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The association rbetween economic planning and restrictions
upon freedom, as observable in the contemporary world, does not
necessarily mean that these concepts are completely incompat
ible. To begin with. within the free western 'world itself there
are varying degrees 'of economic planning 'evident among. 'for
exampler.such nations '-as the United States, the 'United King
dorn,·:.?nd Sw~(f~; :'Moreover, within ,the .'communist 'countries
·~there .'are ~iIndoubtedly-::variations in' the degree· Of "freedom ·lier
·mitte~L,''Ilhe. -observ.ed'·'"negative correlation'"betweenaegree. of
. economic ":planili.ilg .'imd <degree ·of.freedom :may, in large ;part,
..be :a .stagein~~isfur-y',that,is subject to 'fu.rther'h'istoricaI change.

'. "In' Jact,it is Cl~othat ,a number .of the free ·countries .of
Asia are ,setting. ;th~r courses of national economic and '80CI~1
development on"~~ assumption of the compatibility of .econom!c
plannirig' and .freedom.,: 'Certainly Bunna,.'the 'host 'nation to this

, Conferenc~ ~wtiiCh: ~rhap'pen ,to 1mow "best .among . the countries
of Asia,':is committ;ed" to a 'programme of'.«Onomic· and 'social
planning ·withaniliiinIUm of interference. with <political,- ,pers0
nal. religious, and eConomic rreeaom. 'ani:lWitha view towards
'increa~ng 'economiefreedoDl in the "sElllSe of 'iaisinglevels ;of
IiVing.-·. In adopting'aprogramme of ruitionaJp1anning. Bur
ma, to be sure, has .socialized 'a .number of the important sec
tors of ·her econamy-. But she hasnev~rtheless left asubstan
tial,portion of hE'.r economy open to private. enterprise.:

i· ~II lTh
" +'1iI ~~:I
~ ;~
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A number of the leaders of nations in free Asia are con- ,~Wl

6'~ vinced that economic planning is not only compatible with free- 11:i
11 dom in 'their countries" but, is a prerequisite to it. And there.,.l,~* is much to support cne r positon. ", ~.i:ll

"~~Jn the first .place, the newly independent countries' .offree j~.
~~. Asia have achieved both national consciousness and aspirations .' ~\ it
"", for higher levels of Jiving ata juncture of human history when !{1n
1'1. the contrast between the most advanced nations 'and the least ~'",
,:~' feveloped' is, from an economic development point ofview,.:f~n-: ..'.~~
:rtJ tastically great. . .In contrast, with the initial stages of:.devel()p~:~ . :~h}i

. In icontrast; it is in the free western world that economic ment. ofcontemporarymoee' advanced 'nations,tihe less developed " '~if.
planning Js.much.. .jnorerlimited; and individual choice is' zela- eountries foday, in the\ world 'as-a whole as well as Asia;~,face ": ' '\.11111
tively .great: in 'each -:of, the .funuamental phases .of existence ,to a",quite different...sitnatiom:: :Com:pared .with, the'. advanced coun- .. - < •••• it~·

';" .which reference; 'has '"been' -made. ' . "~ ;"'. '. ·tries in their early. 's-t?-g-es. "of development; 'tJ:1e less 'dev.eloped .;' .,' . .~it
';-':\;/:'±he~~PiBciti 6bservations h~vet.h~'.utmo~t Signifi~anee:t~' '" na~on~;,,:todayai·¢:i:.relat.iv~y.\. }lOorer', .in ..level. -of Iiving' .and 'hi,;."~-:,:'. ", "~' .~¥jl

._ ,n.e'dj:'independent nations of free:>\.sia.'It 'is hardly -necessarv '.~ '~."'.".' capital ; reso.ur.c.es.'.':,expen.,.en.ce.. .,much-great.er. pres.sure; .0.f.1'<>.pula.- . - " . . ?~_.e,l"
.~?,tionqpon, resources; -have nOllCCel'\S to ·a· '~nev.:;world,tt",!~l1l;d"::ffi;~.' .,,' to-elaborate :the. vast difference between the f:ree western world " h . I t·· '}y" 'l'ttl . '.' ith. . 1 .. d tech . ,

,': ~and ',thecoinmui:lisf>~ol"ld-in the ability Of individual to enjoy :},': a~e ore a rve .~. 1 e';. experience WI ..commercia an·,·, ,no-, .;':, !

:PQ1itica],·:p~.rSona1;· ~~~ligious and economic :freedom. Moreover; ; ,i'~' ,,~o~~\,:d,~~~.lop~~~~.. .: :>:-'" ,', -: " ". " " .~. :'.....,,'~ -."'" .: ~' .- "Ml
. ther,e1smso·:a.vast;gu}fbetween the .free western "world and .the ~ J;.,:: ''- Moreover:,·a:s2,:a·"Oyprooue't Of ·,lo.ng .peniods ·of.~~~~nialism·, ' ;i2!1!
~()mrriuIiist'w:o~~~:';iif']evels of -liviug . in : the ability.to.enjoy ~ :~O'l1ard;earn~:';pbIiticRl:i¥4epen?ence,::a"·rrum~r'.oF'~E:,:.~~n,:'·': ::i~n'
economic 'freedom,!in'the"sense of access to adequate' material 4.;;; :t~i~s o,f free:Asla' 'fl-re·cha.ra~terIzea by 'plurahstic;' J)?I~tIcaH~~ ~jfi

.goods-andsemces,',8s well as to ,partidpation -inall 'phases of a ;r:t, divided, a~.d tru.ncateq,'.'socleties. ~hat ,IS, these ~ountries l1a~e,. ~~~
given culture.":',, ". ' ..". I yet·to acliJeve" integration-. of their diverse racial and~~mc . '.~'J

,Itt stocks. political. unity, and effective leadership in non-govern- UK
1~ mental as well as governmental activities. Years of colonial 'J*!"
.J~ subjugation wre not conducive to the assimilation of.~.themf1ny .~~\
U diverse populations nor to the development of a isense ' of. na-~i
'uftional unity; andrevolutiona:ry movements which preceeded 'POp.- ::t~
~ tical independence were-understandably impatient with- preinde.. ".~~

'~ pen?ence le~ders,noton]~r.:ingov:~en~:but,.als~,in o~~etwalks. . .,~~r
':j~... '~~ ·h.f~~usmess,~u,~~o~;,,·~ll1~~tr.atloIl,.,the. 'IJro:e~~I?~~,'.~t~:;. ,0". : .. ". . .~.rlJjrt '.' ~~lCOnseguen~e,tih~.'Iree .'coUln~rle~. ()f ::Asillfmd,econ?mlc: :~1j
ij\.:. planmng a must 'm ·thei.r efforts.to .achieve mdependence .and ro .'.~~1l
a: raise the .levels o.f living' ~f, their peoples. Only thr~ugh central. ~i.·~.

economic planning can .the .limited available human :and ~~ .fjll
rilil resources be most effectively mobilized, and employed. IQ~YM.'\
the central government can begfn to cope . with ,the tremendous k~·j·

VI'()blems of ~ economic:reh:abilitation with whicll. they are, con- '~~t~j .~
fronted ':a8 an'aftermath .of war and revolution; with the baek- . ";1<; i
breaKing task of increas!ng.,.capital outlays for both produc.¢i.ve. J~;
r.nd·.social ,Capital; 'Wit;4 '~e:iask of imbuing the masses .of.the~ :. .s',f't
peoples ·~tb t.. he saine asp~at4()ns and incentiv~·which' motivate' )J.:il
and a~"ate the leaders~ . . "d-

. . It~:js difficult t~ con.c~~e·of~ny s.ucce~Sftil·argume~t~gainst '.i:~'..;:~.
'flcononiic; planning by 'centraI governments 111 .most of AsIa. More..; ;: j

~? over,' eC<jnomic planning' is incorporated urto the politi~ and eco- hr 1
.~ . ' .."
~ ,~··~.i
~ ,
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