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November 30, 1944 – September 11, 2018 
 

ERLINDA D. MONTILLO-BURTON 
WAS THE SECOND PRESIDENT OF UGAT  

At the time of her passing Dr. Erlinda Burton was Chair of the Cagayan 
de Oro City Historical and Cultural Commission.  She was the curator 
of Museo de Oro in Cagayan de Oro, and became a faculty member of 
the Sociology-Anthropology Department, Xavier University after she 
obtained her doctorate in Anthropology at the University of Pittsburgh. 
Her Master of Arts was in Archaeology from Brigham Young 
University in Provo, Utah. She taught anthropology (archaeology and 
biological anthropology) at Imperial Valley, Imperial, California from 
1969 to 1974, where she helped put up the Imperial Valley College 
Museum. As she often narrated, it was Fr. Francisco Demetrio, SJ who 
invited her (and her late husband, History professor John William 
Burton) to teach at Xavier University.  She served as the Research 
Director for the Research Institute for Mindanao Culture at Xavier 
University from 1996 to 2005. She was the President of Heritage 
Conservation Advocates - a group formed by concerned citizens of 
Cagayan de Oro - , a member of the Society for Applied Anthropology, 
and also served as a member of the Technical Committee for 
Anthropology of the Commission for Higher Education (CHED).  By 
her roots a Tingguian from Northern Luzon, she produced a life’s work 
of scholarship and advocacy dedicated to Mindanao. 
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A LIST OF WORKS BY ERLINDA MONTILLO-BURTON* 

Montillo, Erlinda D. (1968). A Study of the Prehistoric Settlement 
Patterns of the Provo Area in Central Utah. MA Thesis, Brigham 
Young University. 

Barker, Michael A., Burton, Erlinda, and Childers, W. 
Morlin (1973). A preliminary report on a burial excavated in the 
Yuha Desert of Imperial County, California. Report submitted to the 
U.S. Department of Interior, Bureau of Land Management, 
Riverside, California. 
[https://archive.org/details/preliminaryrepor00bark/page/n1] 

Burton, Erlinda (1973), “Culturas prehistóricas en el Valle Imperial”, 
Calafia, II(2), México. 

Burton, Linda. (1977). 'An Archaeological Find in Butuan: Its 
Significance in Our Pre-History'. Solidarity, 11(2):26-31. 

Montillo-Burton, Erlinda. (1983). The Impact of Modern Medical 
Intervention on the Agusan Manobo Medical System of the 
Philippines. PhD. Thesis, University of Pittsburgh / Ann Arbor: 
University Microfilm. 

Burton, Linda M. (1985). Choice of curative resorts:  coping with 
illness among the Manobo. Philippine Sociological Review, 
33(1/2):73-76. 

Burton, Erlinda M. (1985). The Manobo religion and its rituals. 
Kinaadman 7(1):13-37.  

Johnson, Nan E. and Linda M. Burton. (1987). Religion and 
reproduction in Philippine society : a new test of the minority-
groups status hypothesis. Sociological Analysis. 48(3):217-233 

Montillo-Burton, Erlinda. (1988). On the Road to Tribal Extinction: 
Depopulation, Deculturation, and Adaptive Well-Being Among the 
Batak of the Philippines. James F. Eder. (Book Review). American 
Anthropologist. 90(4):1018-1018. 

Burton, Erlinda M. (1989). “Ethnic Minorities: Education Towards 
Self Determination.” Solidarity 122:27-28.  

Burton, E. M. (1991). Cultist groups: a peace situationer 
report. Cagayan de Oro: Research Institute for Mindanao Culture, 
Xavier University. 
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Burton, Erlinda M. (1991). The concept of justice among the 
indigenous communities of Northeastern Mindanao: a comparative 
study of customary laws and resolution of conflicts. Cagayan de Oro 
City: Research Institute for Mindanao Culture, Xavier University. 

Burton, E. M. (1991). Traditional healers and ritual therapy in 
Bohol. Cagayan de Oro City: Research Institute for Mindanao 
Culture, Xavier University. 

Burton, Erlinda M. (1992). Implementation of integrated social 
forestry program on the model sites of Region X: A synthesis of 
process documentation research.  Cagayan de Oro City: Research 
Institute for Mindanao Culture, Xavier University 

Burton, Erlinda M. (1992). Peace situationer as perceived by the Alsa 
Masa (Rising Masses) of General Santos and Davao Cities in the 
southern Philippines. Cagayan de Oro City : Research Institute for 
Mindanao Culture, Xavier University. 

Burton, Erlinda M. (1992). Peace situationer as perceived by the 
Civilian Volunteers Organizations (CVO) based in the northern and 
southern Mindanao regions of the southern Philippines. Cagayan de 
Oro City: Research Institute for Mindanao Culture. 

Burton, Erlinda M. (1992). Peace situationer as perceived by the 
community leaders of the northern and southern Mindanao regions 
of the southern Philippines. Cagayan de Oro City: Research Institute 
for Mindanao Culture, Xavier University. 

Burton, Erlinda M. (1992). Peace situationer as perceived by the 
members of the Armed Forces based in the northern and southern 
regions of the southern Philippines. Cagayan de Oro City: Research 
Institute for Mindanao Culture, Xavier University. 

Burton, Erlinda M. (1992). Peace situationer as perceived by the 
members of the Citizen's Armed Force Geographical Unit (CAFGU) 
in the northern and southern Mindadano regions of the southern 
Philippines. Cagayan de Oro City: Research Institute for Mindanao 
Culture, Xavier University. 

Burton, Erlinda M. (1992). Peace situationer as perceived by the 
members of the Communist Party of the Philippines in the northern 
and southern Mindanao regions. Cagayan de Oro City: Research 
Institute for Mindanao Culture, Xavier University. 

Burton, Erlinda M. (1992). Peace situationer as perceived by the 
Nagkahiusa nga Katawhan sa Kalinaw (United People for Peace) in 
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Digos, Davao del Sur of the Souther Philippines. Cagayan de Oro 
City: Research Institute for Mindanao Culture. 

Burton, Erlinda M. (1992). The curative system in rural Bohol: an 
anthropological study. Cagayan de Oro City: Research Institute for 
Mindanao Culture, Xavier University. 

Burton, Erlinda M. (1992). The indigenous communities of 
Mindanao: amidst armed conflict.  Cagayan de Oro City: Research 
Institute for Mindanao Culture, Xavier University. 

Burton, Erlinda M. (1992). The User Focused Approach in the 
Evaluation of the Hilot Traing Program in Region 10. Cagayan de 
Oro City: Research Institute for Mindanao Culture, Xavier 
University. 

Burton, Erlinda M. (1992). Socio-economic Profile of the Eleven 
Watershed Project Sites in Region X. Cagayan de Oro City: 
Research Institute for Mindanao Culture, Xavier University. 

Burton, Erlinda M. (1992). Traditional healers and ritual therapy in 
Bohol Cagayan de Oro City: Research Institute for Mindanao 
Culture, Xavier University. 

Burton, Erlinda M. (1992). The proto-Manobo theory and the origin 
of the Manobo: some problems in ethnohistorical reconstruction. 
Cagayan de Oro City: Research Institute for Mindanao Culture, 
Xavier University. 

Burton, Erlinda M., Easterluna S Canoy, and Ma Cecilia Elimanco. 
(1992). Women for peace: a study on the impact of the armed 
conflict among the women in Mindanao. Cagayan de Oro City: 
Research Institute for Mindanao Culture, Xavier University. 

Burton, Erlinda M. (1993). Ancestral domain: its importance in 
sustainable development of the indigenous cultural communities of 
Mindanao, Philippines. Cagayan de Oro City: Research Institute for 
Mindanao Culture. 

Burton, Erlinda M. (1994). Decentralization of Local Governance: A 
Social Soundness Analysis of the Socio-political and Cultural 
Environment of Northern Mindanao. Cagayan de Oro City: 
Research Institute for Mindanao Culture. 

Montillo-Burton, Erlinda. (1996). Disease and History in the 
Philippines. Current Anthropology 37(3):578. (Review of Agents of 
Apocalypse: Epidemic Diseases in the Colonial Philippines, by Ken 
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De Bevoise / Princeton University Press, 1995). 
[https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/204527?journa
lCode=ca]. 

Burton, Erlinda M. (1999). Baseline study on the indicators of good 
governance in Davao del Norte Province.  Cagayan de Oro: 
Research Institute for Mindanao Culture, Xavier University. 

Burton, Erlinda M. (2000). Gender relations and roles among the 
indigenous communities of Mindanao, Southern Philippines. 
Women's Studies in Asia. Research Themes, 2000, 10:211-227. 
[http://www.dbpia.co.kr/Journal/ArticleDetail/NODE02150997] 

Burton, Erlinda M. (2002). Assessment of the Effects of ‘Oplan 
Sistom: Organisadong Katilingban, Seguradoha’ Project Towards 
Reduction of Schistosomiasis Prevalence in Caraga Region.  
Cagayan de Oro: Research Institute for Mindanao Culture, Xavier 
University. 

Burton, Erlinda M. (2003).  ‘The Quest of the Indigenous 
Communities in Mindanao, Philippines:  Rights to Ancestral 
Domain’.  Paper presented for the Commission on Human Rights, 
Sub-Commission on Promotion and Protection of Human Rights 
Working Group on Minorities.  Ninth session 12-16 May 2003. 
[http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/E/SUBCOM/other/E-CN_4-SUB_2-
AC_5-2003-WG_15.pdf]. 

Burton, Erlinda M. (2004). Gender Relations and Roles among the 
Indigenous Communities of Mindanao, Southern Philippines. In 
Carolyn I. Sobritchea (ed.), Gender, Culture & Society: Selected 
Readings in Women's Studies in the Philippiens. Seoul: EWHA 
Womans University Press. 

Burton, EM; C Macabuac, LA Wong (2004). The Three Faces of 
Mindanao: A Comparative Case Study of Three Communities in the 
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao. Cagayan de Oro City: 
Research Institute for Mindanao Culture, Xavier University. 

Erlinda M. Burton and Easterluna S. Canoy. (2005). The Concept 
of Justice Among the Talaandig of Lantapan, Bukidnon. 
Talamdan-Views on Mt. Kitanglad, Philippines. 7(1/First 
Quarter). [https://talamdan.wordpress.com/2007/09/27/the-concept-
of-justice-among-the-talaandig-of-lantapan-bukidnon/]. 

Burton, Erlinda M. (2005). Perceptions and attitudes of communities 
towards government environmental policies, development 
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programes and their occupancy in the Mt. Apo National Park. 
Cagayan de Oro City: Research Institute for Mindanao Culture, 
Xavier University. 

Gomez-Roxas, Proserpina, Renato D. Boniao, Erlinda M. Burton, 
Annabella Gorospe-Villarino, Sherwin S. Nacua. (2005). 
Community-Based Inventory and Assessment of Riverine and 
Riparian Ecosystems in the Northeastern Part of Mt. Malindang, 
Misamis Occidental.Biodiversity Research Programme (BRP) for 
Development in Mindanao: Focus on Mt. Malindang and Environs . 
SEAMEO SEARCA, College, Laguna. 
[http://www.searca.org/brp/pdfs/monographs/River_1st%20gen.pdf] 

Montillo-Burton, Erlinda. (2006). Development and destruction of 
heritage sites:  Crises in cultural preservation. Paper presented at the 
UGAT 27th National Conference, “The Anthropology of Crisis”, 
October 20-22, 2005, University of the Philippines in the Visayas, 
Miag-ao, Iloilo. 

Burton, E.M. (2006). Gender relations and roles among indigenous 
communities in Mindanao, southern Philippines. Bahandi, 2:72-93. 

Echavez, Chona and Erlinda Montillo-Burton, Scott McNiven and 
Agnes R. Quisumbing. (2007). Moving out of poverty in Bukidnon, 
Philippies. Research report. 
[http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTMOVOUTPOV/Resources/2
104215-1187710751691/Philippines-Bukidnon_synthesis.pdf]. 

Montillo-Burton, Erlinda, Moctar Matuan, Guimba Poingan, and Jay 
Rey Alovera. (2007). Responses to Interkin Group Conflict in 
Northern Mindanao. In Wilfredo Magno Torres III (ed.), Rido: clan 
feuding and conflict management in Mindanao. Makati City: The 
Asia Foundation. 

Montillo-Burton, Erlinda (2008). ‘Methods in Data Collection in the 
Social Science’. A paper read during the Mindanao Zonal 
Conference of the Philippine Association of Graduate 2008 
Education (PAGE). Held in Davao City, Philippines November 21-
22, 2008  

Montillo-Burton, Erlinda.  (2008). Revival of Indigenous Knowledge 
in Southern Philippines. Kinaadman: A Journal of the Southern 
Philippines, XXX:121-139 
[https://ejournals.ph/article.php?id=9054]. 
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Montillo-Burton, Erlinda. (2008). Revival of Cotton Weaving of the 
Matigsalug Manobo of San Fernando, Bukidnon.  (This report was 
the outcome of the study on the process of cotton weaving of the 
Matigsalug Manobo conducted in 2007-2008. Submitted to 
Kinaadman Research Center, Xavier University, March 2008). 

Montillo-Burton, Erlinda. (2009). Exclusion and Discrimination of 
the Indigenous Communities: A Philippine Case. (A Research 
Report submitted to the Indian Institute for Dalit Studies, J. Nehru 
University, New Delhi, India, May 2009).  

Suminguit, Vel J. and Erlinda Burton.  (n.d.). “A study on ancestral 
domain recognition and management within and around the Mt. 
Kitanglad Range National Park”. Southeast Asia Policy Research 
Working Paper, No.18.  World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF). 
[https://www.worldagroforestry.org/sites/all/modules/publication/da
ta/softcopy/workingpaper/WP0036-04.pdf]. 

Montillo-Burton, Erlinda. (2010). A Study of Health Belief and 
Practices of Two Indigenous Communities (Higaonon and 
Matigsalug Manobo) of Bukidnon. (A Report submitted to the 
Health Promotion and Communication project of University 
Research Center (URC), Maryland, USA 
November 2010 ) 

Montillo-Burton, Erlinda. (2013). “Collection and Collaboration: 
Challenges for Contemporary Museums, Philippines”.  Paper 
presented at the ICME-ICOM Annual Meeting Rio de Janeiro, 
Brasil August 10-17, 2013. International Committee for Museums 
of Ethnography International Council of Museums. 
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*This list is based online citations, and on Dr. Erlinda Burton’s latest 
CV which was received by Aghamtao through Dr. Melvin Jabar.   
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Museo de Oro, Xavier University, Cagayan De Oro (undated) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


